AN ATTEMPT TO KIDNAP LIN-
COLN.*

An Interesting Story by a Former
Confederate Spy.

Y THOMAS N, CONRAD,

o Scptember of 1604 had dawned upon tha
g armies far down slong the Chicka-
miny, and palpably the military power of

o G o tho wane.  Stand atier
stand was the Confederate chioftain making,
only to find a day or two later that his stand
was untenable. Those Northern soldiers
scemed like myriads of sca sands suddenly
transformed 1nto giants and sent dashing
sgainst (ho “rebel” ranka. Well fed, well
clothed, and paid for service, the conditions
on the one hand. Half starved, in rags, and
no hope of better thiogs, oa the
other. Even in weapons and ammunition
au unequal contest, and tho eud seemed
nearat band. Fresh armies to aid the Con-
federato cause could no longer ba expected.
The flower of tho South, almost to the last
man, had alrendy been under arms for years
and what help there was for the situation
must come -from will Without all was
blackness and despair. One shrewd move, a
skillful capture of somebody high in Federal
authority, and (ke advaflage then gained
might equalize the struggle. Why was 1t not
possible to captura Lincola himself, take him
into Confederate lines, and hold the Northera
President 03 & hostago for peace? If such a
plan were successfui there could ba no doubt
that the war would bo at anend in & fow
weeks, and who could tell but that the South
might~gain in the treaty much, if notall,
that had been left to the arbitrament of
arms duriog the past three and a half years.
That wos the way we mused then, but in
what a different Jight matlers appesr now.
NMr.

tho White House. To capture 2 man like the
President of the United States would bo na
easy task at any time, a0d much less 82 when
tho capital whers he resided was thronged
with foes, a fact ho knew well, and no man
could tell when a hostile move in the dark
might come. I had to ascertain Mr, Lincoln’s
customary movements first, then plan ac-
cordingly afterward. Lalayette Square, only
a stoune’s throw north of the White House
entrance, was the very placo I needed as van-
tage sground. Partly concealed by the large
trees of the park, I found no difficulty in ob-
serving the official ingress and exrexs. noting
ab.ut what hours of the day he might ven-
ture forth, size of the accompanying escart,
if any, and 4ll other details, to be thozoughly
‘informed about which wouid leave no stone
unturned to possibly foil our attempt.
Lafayette square was always a favorite re-
fort in summer for Washington, and my
presenco there at any hour of the day excited
no commeat of suspicion. I had company in
Baing alreaay acquainted with the
fact that Me. Lincoln made ihe Soldiors
Home on the northern outskirts of the city
his summer residence, I had only to discover
whe® he left. the White House, how long he
was accustomed to stay, aud the route he
took in riding or driving. Hours and days ot
wa:ching were necessary before I learned that
ho usually left the Premdent’s quarters in the
cool of the evening ou pleasaut days, driviog
and unaccompanied in his private carriage
straight out Fourteonth street to Columbia
road, then across to the kigh eloration, which
isnow the largest and one of the finest reser-
vations in Washington.
Then came the tug-of-war. Wo had to de-
termine at what poiat it would b most ex-
pedient to capture the carriage end take pos-
session of Mr. Lincolns and then whether to
move with him through Margland to the
YLower Potomac and crose, or to tke Upper
Totomac and deliver the prisoner to “‘Mos-
by’s Confederacy” for transportation to Rich-
mond. Tosecure the points necessary for
reaching a propor conclusion about all these
things required days of careful work and ob-
servation, Were the chances of our beiag in-
tercepted by one route less thaa by the other!
And onge that poiat eettled, could we reach
the Coofederato lines moro quickly than
along any other course? Tlaviog ecouted the
country pretty thoroughly,and learniog all
that we thought necessiry, we finally con-
cluded to take tho Luwer Potomae route and
were about ready for the attempt, This was
tobo ths programma: Two of our aumber,
Norton and 1nys:lf, wera to ba well mounted
and armed, and follow the Vresident’s carri-
age from the moment it turned into Four-
teenth stroet until & point was reached on tha
Columbia road where tbe drive ren along be-
tween the trees of a dense wood, just outsida
of the Soldiers’ Home grounds and a short
distance to the west. The third member of
the party, Cleud, was to drive a close vehicle
in our rear, keeping weil up, and by the time
tho designated spot waa reached the coming
X we thougnt, would aid the work in

Even had we
Lincoln or acy two or lhree members of his
cabinct besides, a child could conclude in the
lizht of subrequent events that the mave
would have accomplished o tangible good
to the Confederacy. Thescheine was nothing
more than a wild, visiopary longing *to do
something, nything which Lad aboutita
ray of promise for future results; but at that
time it wes big with hopo anyway, and full of
enthusiasm; I started from Richmond on the
kidnapiag expedition.

I was not uamindful of the fact that a
thousand cangers and difficulties lurked in
the way, and that similar excursions had al-
ways come to navght. At different times
during the war schemes for capluring Lin-
coln and taking him to Richmond asa pris-
oner had been planncd moro than once, and
some of Mosby’s men, wko concoived the
idea, were the ring-leaders. Dut plans invari-
ably miscarried from different causes, and an
open atteropt was never made, Ylers T de-
sire to say that to the best of my knowledge
and belief President Davis and his Cabinet
were never cognizant of thesa schemes to
capture Lincoln; in fact, i ouly time
the gubject was ever broached to the
Confederate President he expressed his disap-
proval £0 strongly that to this more strongly
than aoything was due the avandonment of
the scheme. This happened whon anattempt
was about to bo made by Mosby’s men directly
after the Gettysburz campaigo, and the facts
of tho case were told me by Secretary of War
Sedden, when I asted his assistance to fur-
ther my cspeciak projoct, which had its origia
among a few South Carolina officers ia
Hamyton’s cavalry and with whom I was ac-
custumed to fraternize nhen in camp.

Neither was the Coufederate Cabinet offici-
ally, or otherwise, as far 1 know, informed
of tha latest scheme to kidnap.  Ar. Sedden
was perbaps the only member dircctly cogni-
zant of it, and even ho was opposed to the
move at first, On my representations, how
ever, ho firally gave his consent fo the
measure as perfectly justiBable in war times,
but with ihe stipulation that no violence
should be used inanyevest. We musten-
Qdeavor to effect the capturc at our own risk,
ha eaid, and any unpecessary acts of ughnm
on our mrt would bave bLeen visited with

vere from tho Ce
xuu.onue-, it wa managed to get outside of
Yaakee lines with whole heada.

Two associates—Mouatjoy Cloud and Nor-
ton, the latter of whom was already in Fed-
eral employ as a detective—and myself, de-
termined to accomplish the plan, if possible,
and with this in view commeaced lhaarmn"e—
ments, in which Mr, Sedden was now willing
to lend a hand., Ikoew well that if wo suvo-
cceded, rapid transportation of tha captive
was neceasary, and the situation would cer-
tainly cail for tho promptest co-oporation.
Mr. Sedden was, \hem!or requested to fur.
nish me with an order on ' Colonel Moaby for
assistanca shoula I need it, and whatever aid
could be rendered by L'\eu!cnnnt Cawood, the
gallant young officer who had charge of the
Confederate siznal station on the Lower
Potomac. Tio Secrotory never hesitated,
but at once issued the following:

CONFEDERITE STATES OF AMamicy, Wam
DxrasTeNT, RicaMoSD, Va., Sept. 15,1864, —

tate the movements of Captain Conrad.
Jaxes A. Seppex,
Secretary of War.
This was the order that laid the traio acd
prepared my way to acvomplish something
which history records nothing about, bacanso
it failed of execution. Ilad that little detail
of three men succeedod in their purpose, we
should have unmads history, aod who can
tell? Ierhaps the dark tragedy at Ford's
Theater would nevor have been known; and
who is propbet enough to judge what might
have been the turn of political events; and
what new nations might not now exist on
this continent had Lineoln ever been taken
across the Potomac uawillingly? The ques-
tion affords an immenso field for speculation
that will never see roa'xzxtm::. butisa vuitly

pnvenung our movements from beiog ob-

s:rved. It was all  planoed out to
ths last detail, and the minuta the
driver of Mr. Lincola’s  equipage

prased into the forest ha should be made to
stop by means of a pistol at his head, and Mr.
Lincoln served in a similar manner, would
be compelled to cross from his carrisge to
the close vehicle. Our third mac in tho
capacity of coachman was then to drive with
all possible speed along tho country roads
through Marylacd and to the point on tho
east shore of the Potomac, where it would ba
an easy matter to signal Lieutenant Cawood
and his mea and conduct the captured hostage
through our lines to Richmond. By drining
around the north of Washington,so as to
avoid crossing the navy ya ridgo,
whers capture of {he expedition would
have been 8 foregone conclusion, wa

could see no special obstacle, and 1o lessthan
twenty-four hours we shou.d have our priza
enfely across the disputed, lerritory. As the
President’s driver and cartiage were to have
been detained by Nortca and mysell during
the night, no other difficulty interpased. Mr.
Lincolu, bound and gagged in the close ve.
hicie, would have been safc enough from
causing trouble, and as his awa carriage was
not expected at the White House until mora.
ing. and its noa.arrival at the Soldiers’ Homa
wnuul have awakened no inquiry, we felt se-
cure io the belief that,the auathor of the
emancipation proclamation was almost as
good as ia our handa,

Erverything was now arranged, and a Satur-
day afternoon fized upon as the time. We
must still be on the alert, though, and keep
track of any possible new developmeata, So
my old eeat in Lafayetto Square again came
into use, and quite steadily, too. Ervery day
1 esgerly watched the IWhite Housoe toeoco
whether the I’'resident still coatinusd his
lonesome drives and could be reasonably
counted upon to meet us on Saturday. Not
an obstacle appeared so far, and we were
nerving ourselves for the ordeal to come on
the morrow, when imagive our surpriso thas
Friday afternoon, as the resident’s carriage
came moving out of the grounds of the White
House and a’squad of Federal cavalry gal-
loped up and surrounded the equipage as

escort, The new wrinkle etruck us all of a
heap, and, on recovering from the shock, the
first question naturally was: ““How came
this scheme to be discovered?”’

On tho following mormiog & paragraph
appeared in & city paper stating that it had
beca learned by the authorities thatan attempt
to kidnap ibe Presidest was in contempla-
tion, for which reason a cavalry oscort was
detailed to guard bim safoly toand from his
summer home, This move, as I remember,
attracted mucn attention in the North at the
time, and was eeverely criticised by public
journals unfriendly to Lincola. But the par-
ticular reason therefor was never made pub-
lie, and for years I wzs unable to enlighien
myself regarding the publcation in that
Washington paper, I was positive nona of
our trio divuiged the plan we hod formu-
lated, aod the only solution of the mystery
seeming at all possible was that others at the
very same time were making the identical
arrangements we were, and some of their
number had betrayed the secret.

OF course the cavalry escort defeated our
objsct, and the wiss precaution of somebody
prevented Mr. Lincola being kidoapped.
That somebody, as I now know, was Colonel
Baker, of the government detective bureau,
and the rolution of the mystery, which 1 hil
upon then, seems to have been ths correct
‘one, as I have since learned from Colonel W.
L. Crook, who was at that time an executive
clerk in the White House and has held the
position continuously through all the line of
Presidents from Lincoln'a first term. Again
it was my bold comrade-at-arms, Colonel
Mosby, or at least some of hismen, who
proved respoasible for. the unsuccessful ter-
mination of our expedxhon. A half
dozen of those daring lera b 6o
cretly made their way into W .shmgum. with
tho avowed purpose of eapturing Mr. Lincoln

interosting matter for the to con-
template in passing, pevertholess. Mosby
was never informed of the contentsof the
order which I carried from Mr., Sed-

den, nor was Lioutenant. Cawood until
long ater aws failuro, I
had i Qis-

closure might Comebow 1ead to discovery of
the plan among the Federal authorities and
n.\wn'! it, and, besides, for m day after the
roposed eapture wa had no doubt of being
Eblo 1o attend to the affair withont additional
2id. So, being assured that none of our party
ever divulged what bad been plaoned, I
could never get au inkling of the real trath—
why and under what circumstinces Mr., Lin-
coin received warning in time—until a com.
parativoly recent date. But the reasons will
appear, and the tawarting of our plan prove
@ bave been due to an entirely different
schcm- than our
Teu daye after sccaring the order for the
War Dapartment at Richmond 1 bad reached
Washington safaly and begun to reconnoitre

any other schemea
on the same bead, and perbaps not dreaming
that anybody elae had the nerve and effront.
ery to attempt such a thing. Their plan was
to take Mr. Lincoln prisoner about the same
time and place wo had determined upon, an
then spirit him in a clos=d carriage to the old
Van Ness House after. dark, From there it
oughtto be a comparatively easy matter to
get across the Potomac in & rowboatand
make tracks for Moeby’s stamping ground at
the head of the Shenandoah valley.

But the blandishments of John Barleycorn
were more than those thirsty warriors in but-
ternut could withstand. The bar ‘at Brown’s
Iotel, now the Metropalitan, on Peonsyl-
vania avenue, Epeedily became their bead.

16, and 8 generous quantity of genuine
Vnr;imn distilled corn was theirs also, The
latter article was as non-conducive to kecp-
ing secrets then as now, and one of the secret
wmen swarming over the city had. soon found
an inkling of what those fellows were whis.

pering abont. The cavalrymen .managed to

got out of town safely after concluding that |
the echemo was not practical, but the!
detoctive’s _repo: tho' _matter |
to. Colonel Baker,
led escort in - question being ordered
the niext day, and Linculn was eated, only to
be assassinated six months later. Tl
to be the actual facts of the cs!
story which gained cireulation alter Mr.
h—tbut Booth and bis fellow con—
epi mum were the men at that time plaoning
2 kidnapper’s work—appeara to have as littic
foundation as the dozen other yarns in the
samo connoction. In fact, Loin was never
sbown ta have conterplated capture or
assassination until the winter following our
unsuccessfal job, and there is every reason to
believe no_evidence in thut dircction was
produced, simply becanso there was nonc.




