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(m.nl\' Killed by sote one. who ueves

A I(;:lll)'cr--of 16th \"‘ew

i t1‘01 gave hiln for shooting Booth.

t York Cavalry \When a | - A

N ¥ %
! Sty . 1 40 et b Corbett was av ceeentiie. 1 de nat re-
; ‘l)(,‘..’( hl‘!]@.nf I rom l Ihl‘f peall auy other man e regiment who

tegtment  Surrounded  [vie even e Sl « Mt et
. Pioathe vsaup ot Viesnne Ve wes andy

| n(- ]% “n |n \\ h](h lh(‘ Few feer from wine aeroezs the narboun
L] company steect, orecaf him distineddy
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‘knowledge of the country,

the nation safely through the war be- !
tween the north and the south became
the vietind of an assassin's bullet, and
Ygenled by his death. as a final sacrifice.
fits years of -devotion and ' travail, of
patient und \\'iso struggle to save the
nation. s R ’ ) -

Some tnne hnt\\ ecn mwidnight and day-
‘ight, \pm 15, the buglers of our regi-

! maining in camp that the'cavalry scou,.w'

Sld\m n’r Lincoln Was
‘Shot Gives His- Implcv
'xmn.srof Corb¢tt.

3

l\\ilh hair parted in the middle.  When*t
: t'N‘wd bim ones why he wore his hair in

|

|

¢
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Jesng did so.
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2 BY JOHN C. COLLINS.

HHE " 15th day ™ of
April. 1860, will al-
wavs  remain
tmemorable  day
Atnerican  history.
and | the  evengs|
which  immediatel:
collowed it remain
indelibly  impressed
Uion My memory.
although Mwas but
@ boy of twelve
veurs dt (.ho'\tune
surfeited by the eNypite-

A
in

RAGISH
ment of two \x‘n« in the very . thic

had

‘the last two vears of the wa
had beep-a wort of “boy of the reginieny’
with the famous old 16th -New Yerk Cax
alry, and was in camp with that regi
ment at Vienna, Va.. a short distance
from \\’qlhinglnn on the day mentioned.

Durinw

duy the sre ai President who had carried

suent soiuded “hoots and Saddies.”” In a
few minutes the entire regiment. of about
4 thousand men was in the saddie and,
like a lla‘\’h hagd disappeared in the dark-

A < £

=
atl balf masi shortly after day-
followed - by rumors tlnat'Pmsident’ ..
Lincoln: Gen. Grant and other heads of .~ ’
the government had been 'ass,as«in'll(‘d‘
_rebel’ conspirators _in Washington, !
the first suggcestion to ‘those rg

Flags |

1
of the 16th New York had gone out u!
the night on miore serious business tlmn #

rone more att( mpt to get. Mosby. It was

soon learned that the President *had bcen,

shot and killed, that J. Wilkes Booth, .

the assassin, had escaped, and the men - .

ltn;, stofy of ftow l.su- on (ho .\nemodn
fof April’ 25 they found « man. by the
I nae of Jebbh, one of Mosby's men~at a
howal in Dowling Green. “T'He twé gov-
y ertiment deteetives, Col. Bakev and Col.

P Canger, were with ” them. vahh told
| Coll Congery w-r\u.u}ml more or legs by
the ancthodd used on- such cceasions,
b e Wl fervvied Booth awd Herold
meross i l-..mp.d..mnml and. taken
i them ta the B of aomanYuaneed Gars’

tret. some three miles  from  HBowliny

Grecn on the way to Port Royval,. where.

he. said he supposed they then were,

On receiving - this  Informatioy the

this way he replicd that it was because party set out #t once for Garret's farm,
The men made much spoit] where they arrived-about 2 o'clock the

HOSTON CORBETT, - ‘
I

of the 16th, well - equipped by speclal |’
“wire out m'or his religious \xe\\s and. (cccmricltics.
search of the ‘murderer. ibut this he took in good part. ~'He was

Somegthiug. more than a year previously {a brave fellow and was one of the party
I hadinduced,” with much special plead- !of fifty surrounded and captured. .June
Ing and not & little strategy. a relative. |24, 1864, by Mosby aud his 500 men, of
a populal miember of .the 16th Cavalry, | whom my relative was also.one, and he,

" to allow mesto accompany him an his!too, spent many months in 1864 in Ander-

" iough, to his home.

return to ‘the camp after, a brief fur- |gonville prison. s1 have been toid that he

-0 was ‘expected that ! was one of the leaders, if not the princi-

‘ this visit would be of short duratidn and i.paléone, in the prayer meeting wien wa-

'\m« serivusly wounded in a skirmish with
" Mosbhy's men.

that .after T had had a few days  ex-; tex was prayed for.rand it .was suaid that
pericnce of 'u:lua) camp life 1 would hc,u gspring of pure water \uddenh burat
returned to my “home. But while out:from the xround. f that.® however, |
with a scouting party two or three days | know nothing definitely, .

after Tejoinlug his regiment thig relative | Corbett was very\much eiated and ox-
| cited, as will n.tt‘urdl\ be supposed, - be-

When -he return !ronnc,mue of the facl Xaat hy had shot fae
the h()Splld] some three momhs later, he<as<ass!n of the Presidemt. Tle gasve me
immediately got-into trouble again with, ,hls photogra')h with his ‘autegrapnh upon

¢'ol. Mosby and his men, who had made‘l( a few days after he had killed Booth,
ani attack Saturday afternoon, June 23 fand [ remember ‘his placing the fore-
_1864. on the. pickets at Annandale,. Va. | finger. of - hig. right hand in the palm
This time Mosby got him uand gome f{ifty | of my hand "and saving that that was
others and his next six or «ight months | the finger: that had pulled the trigrer
were «ncnl in southern prisons. and sent the bullet throngih the hrain
o of Booth. He often expressed the view

% ” M that he had been divinely selected and

i of th
~‘througl the brain of his

.15 all was turmoil and con

! sary
;- took me up an

:nown which came to the regiment as the

Cder conunand

-the

L Lelieve

guided as HRBooth's executioner and the

avenger of the gresthearted President.
Tite men’ of Sergt., Dougherty's scout-

ing squad and Corhqu_mhl agl interest-

Meantime., 1 had Qund auarters with
one Uf-his intimate friends, the commisg-
sergeant gf Company K. The men
made me & sort of hoy

follecwing morning.: l"mdmg Garret and
his two song, they Inguired for Booth
uand Herold., Garret said they had gone
awa) some. time before ‘into the woode.
Those were tarrible. .days, and the men
wio were .trailing the sssaggins of
Abraham  Lincoln would  sthd
wrifling A vope. was called forand® a.
naoge was soon -ll)l‘)ll( the neck of Gar-
rel.-

W Iu-n Um gons -saw the “serious
n.ume of - the bhuriness they pleaded
that the trather migzht bhe forgiven and
canfesged .thal the two men were hid:
ing in the barn, l,wm l'ou"horl\ im<
mediately placed his men about the
barn in ¢harge of Rerzt. Corbett. and
an ‘effort began to induce the men to
came. out and surrender. Booth . had
with him-a carbine and two revolvers
and abundant ammunition, the carbine
und ohe of the pistols hcm;.. othe arnys
taken bevond the Potomac by Mrs.
Surratt a4 day or two. previous to the
assn:isinmio,n. and Dbeing concealed
where Raoth could find them after his
ereape out of Washington,

Ronth was heard» to  call

Herold 2

I um.nd and to upbrald him for evidently

wishing to surrender. Then he called out

that he had’a man in there who wanted

| shot Booth much easier
‘before he fired the fatal shot, for -Booth

1 spiring with Booth to assassinate Presi- |

T closed on two sldes by a brick walt about

Wwish

(fou)hus‘xlon appointed by President John-

: prison cortyard

L way
j.of the execution,

_alért and had leit nothing undone in the
i way of military prepacation and would
+-show no mercy it was on this.day.

no-

Arances throygn the fence .were a car-

to surrender. Ilerold camg out and was
placed under guard. Booth refused to
surrender and finally wisps of hay were
pulled from the barn through large
cracky between -the boards, twisted, set

in’ cénnection -with
suppose the fact that [ was dressed it
uniform had much to do with it 1 think
I'am the ymmgent of living people” whe
witnesged the  mgst’ historical of all

e
on fire and thrust back tnto the barnileoutions In thiz country. The senifold
This ignited the hay and lighted up thed platform was about. ten or iwelve et
iaterior.  Previdus to this Corbett 'badlabavd® the ground and  aoont twe 1
gone to Lient, -Dougherty aul Baker aid | fopr square. By the side of Qe sestTail |
offered to go ih single-lapded and cab- - and in plain sizht of (he. SOl e s eRe
ture Booth, =aviug. that bhe and Rig men tone newly dag granes Suid fooar s ‘u.n
could he seen throush tife eracks in the i ooking, ripainted ;-inc-\ tuines o ol
biin by Booth, but that they conld not rnnq LY g .
sce Booth, Under these circumstances, .

Corbett said, he and his men were in as # . %

. y v
much,or more danger on the outside of Shortly hefmc 2 o'clock mc dours iiad-
the barn as they would be by an at-
tempt to capture Rooth by a dircct]ing into the courtyard from the old peni-
aspault. . 3 ’ tcntiary were opened and? the processton

* . ) . slowly made its way to the scaffold and

; X X -Jup the thirtcen steps to deals on. the
As soon as the barn wuas lighted, by platform. Mrs. afurratt came. first,

as-

the fire Booth was seen walking up-and | 8isted by a guard. Others following were
| down, his broken leg supported by a Payne, Herold and Atzerodt. m‘the order
‘cruteh,

Suddenly the crack of a pistol

the  exec nnnn B l

vamed, evch attended v

suant. Mers
ib’urr:\'f! eved e,

SowlsoLan! ) waith
s oacemedt o be on e
y e Was andifterent

real Jitticoity N
poitt of cotlapse,

and ecareless. s it ot w bt he
fwaes mittigar disteninf th the redditg o
|Uw deitin warcentZFd win wax "

't itiredd to b b maehed S ot
lu Wheabe b T s vk, % b e g

Plien oal il ; Hn" L o a3 et
.ln.. EFE AT AVTNE SR T URTYRTRT ERNCIRTY B AR HERTCR afid
the  emd 3 o ey W, e
;u.n e v Aonnd thaenr ney Gen
. 1 o, o; CoRenmrnor of o anthlar
prigons, claphped bis hoods twiee, and ane-
stanth forur human beps odvopped
throurh ' the apenitig, © The laxt act of
punishanent and jus( retribation  for ane
of tho most awfal ‘){vnn\ m hhmg\ was
over, _and. ‘boy tlu u‘b\ . 1 "tarned -
awav - with 0 senhtda u‘f mrnr and
faintness and .a u‘hm. hive neve:
since . lost, that 1 h-nl "o “ shoever “to O
witness' anathetr gticl xeene, (

shot was heard and Booth collapsed on
the floor? At first it was thought that
he had..committed suicide. Corbett im-
mediately  reported that seelpng  Booth
rajge his carbine and take aini at oni
of the soldiers cxposed. to view through
one of the wide cracks in the barn, and
knowing' that delay meant death for the
soldier, he had taken delliberate aim with
his big cavalry revolver and shot Booth,
the . bullet strlkmg him under the ear,
going. through the back of his head and
coming out a little higher under tie op-
pusite ear. Corbett sald he could have
a few moments

was qgoming directly toward
was very near to him, bhut.-he did not|
to shoot- him, as he was not then
attempting to kill some one else, .

Booth was taken In a dying ‘condition
from the barn and placed on a straw tick
on, the veranda of the Garret, house,
where he died some .three houi's later,
about v-o'clock. Almost his last words
were: -t loll m\' mother that i died for
niy .country.

Then followed the wrial by the military

him -and

son of cight persons charged with con-

dent L.ncoln and other hmdq of mc goVv-

ernment.
> o
% . |
The exﬂ'utluu was to take pldxe m i
small prison (uun\.ud of pelhaps 250!
feet " square.  ‘This courtyard way in-

thirty
wide.

feet high and two.and a half feet
There were two entrances to this
..one through .the prison
itself and the other through a large gate- !
in_the. brick wall. Julv 4, the dayj
was the «Jay when it
volcano  would- burst
conspiraiors and sym-
pathizers with Booth., oi whoni, without
doubt, there were thousandsg in ‘Wash-
ington. would do the worst deed of all
the vears of the war. If ever the gov-
ernment of the United States was on the

was - feared tie
fortii, and rebel

There
veere goldlers everywhere, and they were
short 'and fierce in. their deulinga with
strangers.

About fifteen feet in front of tie high
fence, through wiick the approach-was
made to the old penitentiary {royy the
city, there was a double line .of soldiers
for the entire longllx standing- by -twos,
with ‘bayonets touchlng one another.
If one- aucceeded in going past these
guards he wotild find that the only en-

riageway and a narcrow doorwayv.- Two
soldlers guarded the gates lhrough
which, carrviages - entered. and, other
soldlers guarded tne small doorway for
people on 100t with passes. On the in-
slde of the high fence patrois of. .three
to five soldlers: with loaded guns -and
fixed bayonets muched at quickstep,
20, that it seemed *to be almost a’ con-
tinuous line of trodps -marching rapldly
around the Inside™ of the fencé. The
entrances to the prison courtvard. were
erqually well guarded.
1 have neveir quite Lknown eacl.l\',
how I did it. bus I actually went through
ull these lines of troobs without a pass,
and in, lesg than twenty minutes from
the first attempt | was statjoned not
thirty feet away from the scaffold and
fn full view of- everything sald or dong

3 -

of , the reg imcm —its mascot, perhaps we |
would now say. a.little tow- headed boy.
not lookiiig much over ten’ years old. |
was given a pony which had been con-
dcmned because t0o smali for & cavalry-
man; ‘a uniform was cut and made for
me by some soldier who had. bcen a
tailar¥, and for nearir two vears, extend-
ing to some months after the-close of the
war, I ‘enjoyéd all the privileges and
shared In much of the life of the regi-
ment, " except picket duty and’ the long
scouls after Mosby. 1 think it was evep
whispered that the little white-headed
hoy had some occult influence in the re-

captors of J. Wilkes Booth uand the
great honor, as it _was considered. that

one of their numbéer avénged the death

+mariyr ~Fresident with -a bullet:

anrderer,

I*or ‘the next few days. %ﬂowing April

usion with us
who. remained bhehind. The tents, camp
puraphernalia and personal belongings of
the men were packed in lasge covered
camp wagons and  we soon found our-
selves in a rude camp on the edge of thc ‘
settled part of Washington.’ v
*The thousand or more cavalry scouts of
the 16th were bLroken up into squads of
twenty .to 1ifty, each of which was dili-
gentlyy cngw'(-(l in searching "over the
country in \X(u\\land and Virginia adja-
cent to the l’otomac and depahamw(k
rivers,

. ¥
P ~I
one afternoon a detachment un-
.of TLieut. Dougherty re-
turned, and the annoumcement: was made
(h.u they had at last been successful.
Bpolh and llmold had dhecn trailed to
tieir “hiding place.  ‘Herold ‘was a -pris-
oner and Booth had been ﬂhol and’ }ullcd _
by Serits Boston Corbett! : ’
“I'he xhou(mg of Booth “by - Corbett made
Jatter a conspicuous figure at the
time. Very little is known about .the
early lite, where he came from or in fact{
what finally became of the man who was
the -executioner of J. Wilkes Booth. His
first entistment, it wus said, was in Bos:
ton. His history previous to this enlist-
ment is a blunk. It-was xaid the n.tmg
Bostun was given: to him because of his
cnlistment in Boston, As to what finally
beeame of him T wasg recently tolg by g‘ood
authority that some years after the war
he becamo insane and was confined in a
KKansas insane asylum. Being mildly in-
sane_he was allowed cértain outdoor priv-
ileg He took ‘a walk one day a short
distance into the country: Ife did not re.
turn, und hLeyond finding his coat half a
mile or thereahbout from the asylum nro
trace of him whalever has’ since heen
found. VI disappeared as if from tle
face of the carth,
s This * partukes strongly of the mys-
terious. That noghing whatever should
he known . of the Wdarly or final days of
the .man, pepuliarly religlous’ claiming
divine guldance, who was the . instru-
ment in carrying out the decree of pun-
ishment to a murderer. who of all mur-
derers -was the mdst despicable and in-
excusable—thia to some will seem to lle
within the borderland of the mysteriowm. |
and possibly the supernatural. 1 myself
it eiite | posalble that .he wus

. Finally
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