THE CONSPIRATORS.

THEIR VOYAGE TO THE DRY TORTUGAS —THE
PARTY SFA-SICK—SIPANGLER PLAY TRICKS
—MUDD MELANCIOLY AND MEDITATING SUI-
CIDE—TIHROWING WET DLANKKIS OVER SPAN-
GLER—THE WHOLE PAKTY IN A BURST OF
GRIEF, ET(

Captaln George W. Dutton, Company C, Tenth
Regunent Veleran Reserve Corpo, haus just res
turned from the Dry Tortugis. We b
tained some Interestiug facts relative to the
conspirators nnd therr Irip to the rock-boand

last earthly home. Capta Dutton, wity a ser-
geant, three corporals and tweniy-six men,
reporied at the Washington Arsenal on the
morning of Sunday, July 18, and taking charge
the prisoners, placed them on board the
steamer Mate of Maine, bound for Fortress Mon-
Toe, which point they reached at 4 . M. on the
17th. They were themstransferred to the Flunda,
aptain Budd, all on board, with the excepion
o1 General Dodd, being entirely fzuorant ot the
vessei's destination. At dark oun the 1yth the
Jiorula Teached l'ort Royal, &, C., where she
discharged a cargo of condage, &c., and coaled,
0 ithe 2Ist she salled for the Dry Tortuzas,
reacbing that barren and Inhospitble spoi on
the 2iih, just one week after her

'slckness. and at oue time half of 1he zuards
were unfit forduty, Dr, Mudd and Arnokl were
oy n

1 although
quite sick, was given to practical Joking. Find-
{ng that while sick he could get tront the sur-
geon, Lr. Porter, a modicum of French brandy,
e concluded to 7ake sick At Various odd times,
alwavs for pains for which vins grliiet spertous 15
supposed 10 be a soverelgn cure; but his sick-
ness was discovered and_he was, much to his
chagrin, obliged to quafl Jamaica ginger in
place of the morc palatable bevernxe, He was
generally quile talkative,and expiessed him

,self as Leinz satished wiih the action of the
. military commission, but continued to assert
| his jnnaecence of partleipation in 1Le ciime of
| asoassination, In aconveisation with Captain
i Dulton, he remarked that he knew nothing of
| Booth s designs,and that even atter the murder
! ‘while Booth wus passing through the theatre,
he was unaware of the foul deed which had
been committed. *The fact is, capinin,”sa
“Lootli was a privileged charaoter at }ord’s.”
d the run of the house at all times, Gay
and night; had access tothe dressing-rooms, ant
fiequently came 10 tho rehieaisals unannounced,
and always Dy the rear entran

for me to groom the animal, and I have many a
! time blacked his boots and done other mental
‘work for um, Idid not close the door behand
Rooth. It was aspring door, which you can ses
‘when yon get buck 1o Washingtlon, and closed
of itseif unless you held it open, There was no-
thing unusual in my holdlnf Booth's horse on
the might ot the murder, for I had done 1t twenty
tlmes before. I dou’'tsee how the commission
which tried me could have dacided otherwise 1n
my case, considering Lie evidence: but I am not
guilty of baving anything todo with the crime.
Spangler was very hvely during the voyage
and peveral times 1an up the ladder from’ tie
hold, three steps at a time, heavily ironed as he
as, e was quite jubllant over the idea that
he would not bea prisouer for life, “I'll come
outall right—six years is notsuch a long Lime
after all," said he. " You need not felicitate yonr~
self on havinga short time to stay, Spangler,”
said Dr. Mudd, *I don't know where they are
taking us, but ifitis to the Dry Tortugas, there
1s no Inore chance for you than for me, Noneof |
us will Jive more than'two years,
Up to this tiine not a word had beendropped in |
to the uit! 1nation of the con-
sptrators, but they had occupled themselves in
discussing the probabilitles of a residence at
Ibany, atrip to some purt on the gulf,or o
suddendeath by drowning. O'Laughlin was very
Teiicent, rarely entering 1nto conyersation even
with s fellow-prisoners. Mudd carried with
himaprinted copy of the evidence educed duning
his trial, and took great pleasurein picking it to
pleces. He s described, by|n'ur Hrarmam. asa
man

an of y

and strong lebel proclivities.  Howas never of

his guard, always pondered a_question well be-

rr;r‘e' Teturning an answer, and 1nyariably spoke
o

1t will be remembered that, on his tria, Madd
denled all knowledgo of Booth previous'ia the
Visit of the lame assassin o the G0ctor's BOUS

acqualnted with Booth for some time before the
nurder. In regard to that deplorable crime he
that he did not know of it until after

ring the voyage, and fears were entertained Ly i
bis guard that'he contenmplated smicide. e was |
2ccoidingly closely watched, very much to his |
‘ indi‘ﬂnm&u. i
“ Why doyou keepme < closely gnardedr” |
#aid he 1o tha offlcer i :.-h::geeol hime

* Because,” said Captaln Datton, “ Fam afrald
1 may lose you.”
“ilow lose met There s gyrely no chance for



me to escaps here, and you do not suspect that I
would killinysel(”

“Th: u 1s Just what I fear; and until I get my
receipt for your body from the commaadant
OF th post 13, whloh you are. consigned, 1 deom
l‘: rln{ guzy to have your every stop strictly

ol

"Wen eapmn you mneed have no fear on my
accol 4 put an end to my mucmble
Hoitnce Bt for 1o thought of etern
afrad to die, although I can l)enr Khm urnble
1 which 18 so much worse than death.”

WheR oo const of Florida the weather
being warin, the prisoners wereallowed tosleep
on d"eu: ‘and during the day their irons were
removed. They Werevery gratoful for this un-
mented }.mdues,mh sBowed their apprecia-
tion by giving as littls trouble as possible to
those whio charge of thens. \Vhen tho steamer
came 1n sight of the Dry Terh the 2ith,
it was made kuown to the cni mals that Whis
treeless, Ii'ai2as placo was to be thelt prison,
their emotion couid not be checked, Tuey
Gried 11b chldsen, B and Arnoid o par-
ticular, ovineing the most poighant grief, The

 former paced the deck, wringiag his hands and
exelamig, Umeand hgaia, *fbere 15 no hope

for

AT’ bowafled his fate In piteons tones, e
said, “L wish Uns were Albany, or any other
place wheie my motherand sisters could some=
times see me, I mignt bear my imprisunment,
buk hore Twiail bave no one to live for. Al
declared, when his paroxyso of grief had sub—
sided, tat bo shonld lse no opportumily to)
eflect his escapa. When asked where he would
80 1f he succ wied m_eluding the vigilance of
e garrnson, ne cried out, “Home! Government
would not 3uch me thére. Itcculd niot hunt
Ine down 1n thenidst o iny wite and enlldren.” i

pONery atber the Izuding of ho stedier, ol |

oeeded

\romuleers muuumdmg the post, pi posed 0!
asoiga Df. M0 1o A0ty 8% Lospiial Sloward,
A Armold us. cleric, wind ‘provids the others
\nm eraployment Lo wlucn they were

ado

on the following day the FTorida left for Key
West 10 coud, Spangler sending 1o Mr, Ford, by
Caplain Juiton, & uessagy 1o Lho cuuct that he
(Spangler) was 1unocen!




